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Ludwig I was arranging her elevation to the nobility. She was
afraid she might lose her influence over him, particularly as Tann
was at Aschaffenburg. As her urgent requests to follow Ludwig
were without result, she feigned an attack of nerves, went to bed,
and took good care that the King heard of her illness immediately.
That, at any rate, was the interpretation given to it at Briickenau.
The King wished to hasten to her at once and was only restrained
with difficulty, for the patents of nobility were on the point of
being published, and if he were with the dancer at this particular
time the whole purpose of his absence from Briickenau would
be lost. Ludwig therefore ordered the Director of the Baths at
Briickenau, Dr. Martin, to look after her and to keep him
continually informed of her progress. When better news of her
health arrived on the loth and iSth of August, the King was
happy: 'It was a comfort to hear that my beloved Lola Montez
was restored to health.' *

On the King's sixty-first birthday the nomination of Maria
Dolores de Porris y Montez to be Countess of Landsfeld was
announced 'on account of her great charity to the poor of Bavaria'.
'Dear Tann/ the King wrote in defence of this step, 'It may have
been unwise but I have acted as a man of honour. Having
promised for more than a year and a half that I would carry it out,
Lola Montez, by birth an aristocrat, receives to-day the title of
Countess Landsfeld. . . . You will certainly not praise me for
having made this promise, nor will you blame me for having
fulfilled it. Therefore it would be better not to mention the matter
to your affectionate Ludwig.1 2 On the following day the King
wrote to his Court painter, Stieler, to change the name on Lola
Montez' picture in the Schonheitsgalerie to Countess Marie von
Landsfeld, born in Seville 1823, and not, as had been erroneously
stated previously,3 1825.

The news of the elevation in rank was received much as had
been expected. There was indignation everywhere and Baron
Bourgoing was particularly incensed that the rank of Countess
should be bestowed upon a woman who amused herself by insulting
people and even boxing their ears, whose 'abominable immorality'
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